Women and the Sacred in the Medieval and Early Modern Periods
Postgraduate Conference, hosted by the Institute for Medieval and Early Modern Studies, Universities of Aberystwyth and Bangor

10 – 12 June 2008, Bangor University, North Wales

Tuesday 10th June

1.30 – 2.00
Registration, Lecture Room 1, Main Arts
2.00 – 3.00
Opening keynote lecture: Professor Ruth Evans (Stirling)’The Book of Margery Kempe and the Mediatisation of the Sacred’. Chaired by Professor Diane Watt (Aberystwyth)

3.00 – 3.30
Tea

3.30 – 4.30 
Panel session 1: 

Laura Bailey (King’s, London) ‘Sacred Sex and Sacred Shame: The Autonomy of Aelfric’s St Agnes’
Stephen Curtis (Lancaster) ‘Early Modern Women and Sacrificial Anxiety’

Evening
Dinner (local pub/restaurant)

Wednesday 11th June

9.30 – 11.00
Panel session 2:

Janet Gunning (Aberystwyth) ‘She bare alwey þe gospel of criste hidde in her breste’: the reading model of St Cecilia in Nicholas Love’s Mirror of the Blessed Life of Jesus Christ’ 

Lisa K. Schaffnit (Aberystwyth) “That Woman of Masculine Spirit”: Gender Stereotypes and the Definition of Royal Power’

Saffron Buchanan (Bangor) ‘Exploring the sacred in the Prayers and Speeches of Elizabeth I’
11.00 -11.30
Coffee

11.30 – 12.30
Panel session 3:

Ericka Swennson-Tsagakis (University of Southern California) ‘“Translating” St Mildrith’
Emily Vasiliauskas (Cambridge) ‘Reading Contradiction, Forgery, and Silence in St Teresa of Avila’

12.30 – 2.00
Lunch (in local cafes / pubs)

2.00 – 3.00
Round table session on teaching chaired by Dr Sue Niebrzydowski (Bangor) 
3.00 – 3.30
Tea

3.30 – 4.30
Panel session 4:
Kimberley Steele (Aberystwyth) tbc ‘Masculine Violence and Female Saints: Hereward the Wake and the saints of Ely’

Josh Bradbury (Bangor) ‘Percival's Sister: Female Sacred Identity in Malory's 'Morte Darthur’’
Evening Conference dinner, preceded by brief presentation/music (Rathbone, Senior Common Room, College Road)
Thursday 12th June
9.30 – 11.00 
Panel session 5:
Pam Walker (Manchester) ‘Dressing the Sacred: Religious Implications of Women’s Costume on Funerary Monuments in Fourteenth-Century England’

Alison Spedding (Birmingham) ‘Bequeathing the Soul: Public Piety and Private Belief in the Testaments of Medieval Women’

Rachel Adcock (Loughborough) ‘“God begins to break down the Walls of flesh in a Creature”: Notions of Sacred Female Bodies and Buildings in Women’s Religious Writing of the mid-Seventeenth Century’  

11.00 – 11.30
Coffee

11.30 – 12.30
Closing keynote lecture: Dr Elizabeth Clarke (Warwick) ‘The gods themselves with us do dwell’: Sacred Space in Early Modern Women’s Religious Writing’. Chaired by Professor Helen Wilcox (Bangor).  
